
Back to the beginning:  
Football United goes to France!



Football United was born of a dream that began on the Champs Elysees in 1998 : “A million 
Parisians stormed the Champs Elysees tonight…unleashed by France's first victory ever in 
the World Cup championship, 3-0 over Brazil in the Stade de France in St.-Denis. Black and 
white, Muslim and Christian, Arab and Asian, the people of Paris trooped down the avenue 
as they had during victory parades after World Wars I and II. It was, the French coach, Aime 
Jacquet said, a moment of ‘national communion.’” 

Anne, Flo and the 
champs elysees in 1998, 
and in 2016 with football united team members 

Celebrating Ten Years of the Football United Vision: Using 
the common bond of the “World Game” to Create Chances for 
Youth. 



The French ‘rainbow team’, against all odds, had overcome local, national and international 
scepticism and non-belief to win the coveted 1998 World Cup. My then little 8 year old son 
and I were among those hundreds of thousands, and were completely and utterly 
awestruck not only by the number of fans, but by the indescribable shared euphoria of all of 
them, and even more so by their diversity. Old and young, rich and poor, black, brown and 
white, all  races and ethnic groups brought together by the amazing victory on the football  
(soccer) field. Ecstatic people crowding on the Champs-Élysées to celebrate the multi- 
racial French victory team, at a time when the country was significantly frayed by  racial 
tensions. That incredible experience was my first real exposure to the power of the world 
game, its ability to bring people together, and which led to the founding of Football United. 

Football United began ten years ago with a vision to assist recently arrived humanitarian 
refugee youth and families in their transition into Australian society. Using people’s love for 
Football we build opportunities for belonging, racial harmony and community cohesion. As we 
realised that there were many youth excluded from the game they loved, we quickly expanded 
to offer opportunities for any youth to join. 

Across the past ten years we have reached thousands of youth, creating opportunities from 
simply enabling them to enjoy the game they love, to creating pathways for them to develop 
their football, leadership and personal skills. Football United youth and staff have represented 
Australia at World Cups, at Commonwealth Government and United Nations meetings, and a 
number of other international platforms. Football United has been recognised by FIFA, has 
been awarded recognition by Australian Federal and New South Wales governments, by the 
Australian Human Rights Commission.  

Through the generosity of UNSW, university scholarships have been awarded to Football 
United youth, and through the generosity of many individuals and organisations Football 
United has been able to make significant, measurable positive impacts on youth in 
communities across Sydney, Canberra, South Australia and internationally. 

This already incredible experience of Football United was rendered absolutely extraordinary 
when we received the invitation to attend the Streetfootballworld Festival in Lyon, land 
where the dream all began! There is perhaps no one more moved than I at the incredible 
generosity of all of you who have helped make so many dreams come true with your 
generous giving to help us get to Lyon.  

We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts! 



What did the festival mean to you? 
SFW Festival ’16 was an incredible experience which I 
value highly. The chance to interact with all these 
wonderful, like-minded people from every corner of 
the earth was something I’ll never forget. The 
opportunity to learn more about other organisations 
that do both similar and different things to Football 
United was a dream come true….The whole 
concept of Football-for-good is a dream come true! 

What was your best experience at 
the festival? 
My best experience during the festival was probably on the first evening when all the 
participants gathered in the tent after dinner and there was music, singing and dancing - 
and some of it to the Football United song which had been adapted for the festival - that 
made it extra special. It was like a dream - seeing everyone from every place you could 
think of enjoying themselves, smiling, talking and joking with complete strangers etc - the 
vibe was insane and it really gave me an insight into the amazing experience I was in for! I’ll 
never forget it! It felt like it was a gathering of the congregation of the Church of Football for 
Good…and I sure enjoy being a member of that congregation! 

How do you want to share your experiences from the 
festival with your community? 
I want to share my experiences by continuing to coach and facilitate with Football United 
and pass on to the teenagers of today who are the leaders of tomorrow, the power of 
Football for Good! 

What do you want to say to the world? 
I want to say that Football has the power to teach young people important values and to 
help those people go on to change the world for the better….both in small ways and in 
enormous ways! In a world with more displaced people than ever, the power of the world 
game to help people adjust to new lives and new settings cannot be underestimated!

Margie Andreason 
head of delegation



What did the festival mean to you? 
Streetfootballworld Festival '16 didn't really mean anything to me at first because I really didn't 
know what it was about and as I got to know what it was about and got a better understanding of 
it I enjoyed it the way it brings people together.  

Festival '16 means a lot to me now because it has helped me and not just me but also other 
kids from all around the world have a better understanding of not just the game but the 
world and how we can make it a better place. 

What was your best experience at the festival? 
I loved every single bit of the festival there wasn't anything that I didn't like about it. 

How do you want to share your 
experiences from the festival with 
your community? 
I would share my experience by teaching the people 
that football is more than just a game it's a sport that 
brings people from all races together  

What do you want to say to the 
world? 
My message to the world is PEACE not war. 

ali dulleh, age 16 
festival16 player



What did the festival mean to you? 
The 2016 StreetWorldFootball festival in Lyon was one 
the best experiences in my life, perhaps if not the best 
one. I had the opportunity to connect and work with 
amazing people from all over the globe it was a life 
changing experience.  

The festival showed me the power of sport (football) 
and sport can be use to change the lives of young 
active people. I was truly blessed to be part of this 
incredible journey and also share my experience with 
other youths from different part of the world. The festival 
also taught me the importance of cultural diversity when dealing with people 
from different cultural.  

For example, respecting others cultures, acknowledging and accepting each other will ultimately 
bring common goals in life.  Finally, I was able to communicate and form strong connection a 
with everyone at the festival despite language barriers.  

What was your best experience at the festival? 
Well, to be honest I enjoyed every bit of the festival, but if I had to pick the best experience of the 
festival would have to be meeting one of my childhood idol (Claude Makelele). Claude is the 
best defensive midfield in the game of football, he is calm, compose and very physical when it’s 
comes to one v one tackle. Therefore, I was always willing to meet him in person and to stand by 
his side was definitely an amazing feeling.  

Another highlight of the festival in Lyon would be my interview with UEFA OFFICIAL. To be 
honest I had never imagine being on the EUFA official page, and to be able to share my share 
my experience with them was an amazing feelings.  I guess the experience will forever stay with 
me for lifetime.  

How do you want to share your experiences from the festival 
with your community? 
Upon my return from Lyon, I had implemented my skills and experiences to my local school 
through the Creating Chances program at Evans High School. Those valuable skills have 
enabled me to easily facilitate and deliver my coaching sessions.  I have shared my experiences 
through workshops in the classroom settings as well as on the soccer field.  

What do you want to say to the world? 
Sport is a language that unit people from different culture and believes, it also have the power to 
enable us to achieve a common goal in my. I would like to recommend that anyone who had the 
opportunity to get involve as much as possible with his or her local community. 

Alhassan dauda 
youth leader



What did the festival mean to you? 
The festival meant a lot to me, it meant that I got to 
learn so many new things! I learnt not only about the 
festival but about the country of France itself, the 
people, the culture, stories and about other’s 
delegations. I learnt new skills that will stay with me 
for life.  

Through this festival I learnt about the world, how 
we could use football to change the world and how 
for some people, football is not only game but it is 
happiness. This festival taught me what football 
can do to you and how powerful football is.  

What was your best experience at the festival? 
One of the best experiences that I gained Festival '16 was meeting new people who shared 
their story with me. One of the members of another delegation said to me 'football has played 
an important role in my life, when I’m playing football I forget about everything and all I’m 
focusing on is what’s in front of me.'  From my experience, football plays a major role in this 
world. My other best experience from this festival was even with all the language difficulties we 
had, we were able to overcome that difficulty because once we started playing, we 
communicated through the ball.   

How do you want to share your experiences from the festival 
with your community? 
I want to share my experience with my community though Football United workshops, in 
school, and in events such as Football United's gala days and through Football United's other 
Creating Chances programs. In these programs I can speak through my experience to young 
people about what football really means to world and how it can change the way we think and 
how it’s has changed people lives.  

What do you want to say to the world? 
No matter what colour, background, culture, religion, country or language you speak, none of 
that matters when you are playing football because you are using your legs to play, not your 
mouth. From my experience at Festival '16 I did witness that!  We all had one common goal in 
our mind and that was football and we communicated through that because we are humans.  
My point is that we can use football to change the world without having all that negativity in our 
mind.  

Azmera Kiros, age 18 
festival16 player



What did the festival mean to you? 
The festival meant a lot to me. It showed me that no matter what you did no one would judge 
you...And the people who were there, they made my experience there unbelievable. 

What was your best experience at the festival? 
My best experience there was the last day after the closing ceremony, when everyone was 
crying and saying goodbye to their newly made friends. It showed that everyone had enjoyed 
their time at Festival '16 and that the past week had meant so much to us - and especially for 
people who didn't think they would ever have the chance to actually be there at the festival. 

How do you want to share your experiences from the festival 
with your community? 
Thanks to Football United, for choosing me to go to France and play at the festival. Without them 
I wouldn't have had the opportunity to meet so many awesome new people and get taught the 
important things in life. With my new experiences from the festival I would tell people that 
anything is possible. I was in a team with people from all over the world and some of those 
people didn't speak English (and I didn't speak their language, either!) We had to try to explain 
certain rules to them and it was a bit tricky but in the end we ended up finding a way to manage 
it. 

What do you want to say to the 
world? 
Just accept everyone and get out of your 
comfort zone, no matter what race, culture, 
sexuality people are, we are all the same - we 
are human! The festival made me think about 
the issue even more. We had people from 
Spain, all different countries in Africa, Hungary 
etc and it was like a big family. Everyone 
danced with each other, were making new 
friends, even though some of them didn't even 
speak the same language. Get out of your 
comfort zone with the people you hang out 
with and you will be rewarded! 

Letetia Turnbull, age 16 
festival16 player



What did the festival mean to 
you? 
This festival to me was all about learning from 
other people's experiences and the things they 
have been through. Doing this made me see 
life from another perspective and I realize that 
I may think that I have it bad but someone 
else has it worse than me which made me 
appreciate what I have… 

What was your best 
experience at the festival? 
My best experience during the festival was 
when on the first day when we arrived in 
Lyon and after dinner when everyone was 
gathered in the tent and had a little dance 
etc. I couldn't believe the atmosphere it 
was just incredible and out of this world. 
There are no words that can describe the 
way I felt. 

How do you want to share your 
experiences from the festival with your community? 
I want to use this experience to better my community and show them that football isn't always 
about winning. Football can also be used as a tool to bring people together and teach them life 
skills - like how to deal with conflict and communicate with others clearly. 

What do you want to say to the world? 
One thing I want to say to the world is a quote from Martin Luther King Jnr. ` Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.' 

Alhaji Bangura, age 17 
festival16 player



What did the festival mean to 
you? 
It was a great opportunity to meet new and 
different people and to learn from such a diverse 
group of individuals; the kids participating, the volunteers, the 
organisers, everyone involved had so many life stories and experiences to share. They 
have such a variety of viewpoints and with everyone having a common goal of providing a 
successful tournament for these disadvantaged youths that have been through the worst in their 
lives, it was very enriching and motivating to meet and work with people with a diverse history and 
experiences in their lives me as I learnt, and I was able to understand so much about the world. 

What was your best experience at the festival? 
The whole festival was pretty fantastic, it was for 7 days and I arrived 3 days earlier to help setup 
and prepare, and straight from the get go it was amazing. Meeting the coordinators, organisers, 
and volunteers at the start when setting up was very cool and interesting as on top of the 
volunteers there were also group coordinators, individuals that have worked with the participating 
groups of the festival that were selected to help run the tournament, and their stories and 
experiences they shared of back home was very insightful. Then the kids arrived and to see their 
smiling faces so excited for the upcoming days is a sight I won’t forget. To be able to be with the 
kids throughout the week was amazing, as my role was “team guide” or simply translator to ensure 
they understood. I was able to see the kid’s experiences during the tournament; seeing them 
make new friendships even when they were unable to communicate with each other due to the 
language barrier they still understood each other in some way (they also had the team guides just 
in case), seeing them open up and become confident in the learning activities and also seeing 
them go through the activities and working with each other was quite special. 

How do you want to share your experiences from the festival 
with your community? 
Due to this festival I feel I need to take much more responsibility in helping disadvantaged youths 
in Australia, although I have helped a little in the past with Football United I feel I could do a bit 
more and I am very grateful for this tournament because it has opened up on how I view the world. 
We are so fortunate to live in a country like Australia where opportunities are much more available 
compared to other countries and there’s no excuse to not do anything to help, even if a little. So I 
plan to help/volunteer for Football United a lot more because I know from experience they provide 
very good programs and opportunities to disadvantaged youths, so I am going to do some 
coaching roles with Football United helping run their football park sessions to make sure kids are 
staying out of trouble, going to school, and learning important life values through the program, 
through playing football to help them grow and lead good lives 

What do you want to say to the world? 
We are all stuck here on this planet together, so why not help each other? Don’t think you can’t do 
anything to help. Even a little goes a long way. Find a charity or organisation that interests you and 
see what you can do to help; volunteer every once in a while, donate a small amount, let others 
know about the organisation that interests you 

theo birouste 
youth leader



What did the festival mean to you? 
Streetfootballworld Festival was the most inspiring Event that I have ever got involved in. 
Streetfootballworld festival meant a lot to me as a person and as A youth leader to a great 
Football United program.  

The festival has brought people from all over the world to share the power of football and 
creating chances for the disadvantaged people. There was no difference between one another, 
no difference between genders, colours, or even what language you speak.  

Also it has gave me the opportunity to make new and valuable friends from all over the borders. 
And I only can describe Streetfootballworld festival as the most incredible and motivated 
program that I have ever come cross.  

What was your best experience at the festival? 
As a youth leader I have experienced a lot of things by meeting new people across the borders, 
however the most thing that I have experienced is that even if we can not speak the same 
language (language barriers) but there was that incredible football power and football language 
that has made connected which it is a fabulous experience. I have shared my experience with 
my community by telling them how one football can bring thousands of people together. I have 
shared with them what is the power of football is, and there is no barriers if you have a football.  

What do you want to say to the world? 
I want to take this opportunity to say to the whole world, 
imagine if ONE FOOTBALL has brought hundreds of 
people together, so why don't we unite together to give all 
these disadvantage people a moment of joy! Why Don't we 
work together for a better life to the young generation. 
What I have seeing at the festival made me believe that 
Football is one of the key life to the world. To Finish of this 
I just want you to think about one question! Which is? 
What can you do with ONE football! Using the power of 
Football? 

KARAM MADHLOUM 
youth leader


